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HALLETT

Hallett is situated on the Barrier Highway 192 km north of Adelaide. The
average annual rainfall is 422 mm (16%: inches) and height above sea level
is 601.52 m (1,973 ft). The climate is pleasant in summer with warm to hot
days and mild nights and cold in winter with occasional falls of snow and
very frosty nights.

The Hallett brothers, John and Alfred, arrived in the district in the 1840’s.
n 1842 John selected a run known as Willogoleche which covered an area
from Hallett to Burra.

This town was named for them. The two main streets being named John
and Alfred and the three streets transversing thése were named Richard,
Jessie and Julia after three of John’s children.

Gold nuggets were found at Ulooloo in 1869. By 1886 18,000 pounds
worth of gold had passed through the Hallett Post Office, with (it is‘
believed) an almost equivalent amount being used for trade and barter.

The District Council of Hallett was formed in 1877 and included the towns
of Whyte Yarcowie and Terowie. All three were once bustling towns
servicing the surround farming properties.

The area is noted for its merino sheep breeding, and successful cropping of
wheat, barley, oats and lucerne. |

Sir Hubert Wilkins, Australia’s world-renowned polar explorer and
adventurer was born near Hallett in 1888. He was the first to fly over both
the Artic and Antarctic regions and travel under the icc pack by submarine.
The Wilkins family home, restored to its original condition in 2001, is

situated at Mt Bryan East, 20 km east of Hallett. The route is well signed.
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