WELCOME TO MAYO'S COTTAGE
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This cottape has been carefully restored for your henefit

by seven unemployed and homeless mersons from the lripght
Court Day Centre in Adelaide. The vroject was co-ordinated
by the Adelaide Central Mission and funded by the Denartment
of Recreation and Sport.

In Aupust, 1988, as a special Bi-Centennial voroject, the
cottage was converted from a crumbling ruin to its nresent
state. A1l of the persors engaged in the work, which

took less than three weeks, had a most uplifting time durine
the construction. The team included T™aul Nicholas as
Co-ordinator, Chris Parker and Keith Hall in charpe of
carpentrv and roofing, Maurice King, Andy Holt, Robert Harris
Ron Cochrane and Leon Kirvan on stone and slate work.

Special thanks to the owners of Wonaka, Teter and Marion
McInnes with their children, Malcolm and Frica.

T™his project marks the first shelter on the Hevsen "rail and
it sienificantly demonstrates co-overation between “tate
fiovernment , private property owners and a community service
orranisation.

We trust you will enjoy your stay in this shelter.
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Maurice and Chris concentrate on stone work
Robert and Keith take a break from the carpentry

MAYO'S GCOTTAGE
THE HISTORY
BEYOND GOYDER'S LINE
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HOUSE RULKS

ALL WALKERS ARK WELCOMK
COME ALONG.

THIS IS MEANT TERM STAYS
OR THRKK DAYS MAXIMUM.

NO FIREARMS NO SHOOTING.

REPLACE ALL FIRKWOOD USED KFOR NEXT

LEAVE COTTAGE BETTER AND CLEANER
WHEN YOU ARRIVED.

LEAVE NAME ., AND COMMEN'T
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As was often the
on tarms. the wifle
Jaughters were n
charge of  milking on
the Mayo property.
Evie. being the
est. milked the
while  the clder
heiped with  the cows.
Both the goat's and
cow's milk was sep-
arated together and
the cream was taken to
Hawker once a  week,
from there sent to Ade-
laide by train. Good re-
turns were recelved for
the cream as the com-
bined quality was high.

When  medical ald
was needed Mrs Mayo
‘would have to travel to
Quorn with a horse and
sulky. a long journey in
those days

Life on the banks of
the Wonaka must have
been pleasant In such
attractlve surroundinegs

case
and

MAKE ROUM TU SHARE | K

WO

THAN

IN VISITORS

the

young-
Roats
unes

It wasn't
fAnancially.
Floods were entertaln-
Ing.  often huge ped-
kum slumps would
rumble past at the
height of the flood

It became difficult to
make a living at
Wonaka. but to supple-
ment farm Income the
Mavos secured a con-
tract to supply rallway
sleepers for the re-tim-
berink  of the Port
Augusta-Marree rail-
way line. then used by

even though
rewarding

the famous Ghan.
Fortunately the creek
passing  through the
Mavyo property was
lined with red-gums
which make ideal
sleevers

One of the Mayo
sons, Ern, bullt a

unique four-wheeled
timber troiley out of a
red-gum lopped near
the homestead. The

wheels were cut from
the red-gum trunk, the
axles greased with anl-
mal  fat which incl-
dentally can sull be
seen on the axles to-
day many decrdes
later
The Mayos felled
huge red-gums along
the creek bank with a
cross-cut saw, then cut
agaln by hand, these
large trees Into suitable
lengths for haulage
Some of the huge trees
were 1% to 2 metres In
dlameter The home
made trolley was de-
slgned for hauling
these mammoth  logs
along the creek bed
through soft sand and
over rough rocks. Per-
haps the designer of
this trolley was several
rRenerations ahead, by
Atting wide wheeis or
fats to his vehicle. so it
didn't

ket bogged In
the creek bed
After arriving home

with the logs they were

rolled over a saw pit,
and then entirely by
hand. fashioned Into
rallway sleepers. The
person in the pit wore
glasses to protect his
eyes from sawdust. but
still  climbed out very

dirty and no doubt an
extremely tired person
after a day's wark

Ern Mayo's uniaue timber trolley can be seen
in Hawker today in front of the Hawker Motel.

A major expense Ior
the Mayo family was
the purchase of two
builock teams for haul-
age along the creek
bed and then Into
Hawker. It appears the
Mayo sons did most of
the work (nvolved
cutting sleepers. After
one hundred sleepers
werc cut by hand they
were then dellvered to
Hawker by wagon.

The twenty kilometre
journey to Hawker was
done in two stages tak-
ine_ 1% days

Ern and Wil jonr. de-
livered the timber and

started with thelr load
about midday with
eight  bullocks hitched

to the wagon. Following
the wagon. was a res-
cue team of eight bul-
locks. It was a hard
haul into Hawker so the
Mavos took care of
Lheir animais About
halfway they camped
for the night and then
completed the journey
t.  Hawker the next
c¢uy The return journey
was easy and was com-
nleted In a day.

In 1913 and 1914 sev-
3¢ Arourtiy cropied the

Mayo venture so Wil
llam Mayo returned to
the rallways until he
reached retirement

I've been out to the

remnants of the Mavn
farm twice recently,
which has now been

swallowed up Into a big-
ger run. The first time
Jeff and Fran Findley,
proprietors of the Out
back Motel, Hawker,
drove me out there in a
four wheel drive. The
second time was BEaster,
when we camped under
the stars.

The tiny crumbling
cottage is still standing
without its roof. The
rafters, like the Mayo
hopes, fell to the floor
The saw-pit was cut
into the bank of the
creek and bricked up
on three sides with
river stone. It's still
there In good condl-
tion. The cellar walls
have fallen In. partly
Olling the small excava-
tion

in .

As I wnlledxdcnl the

creek bed noticed
where the Mayo saws
had worked many years
earller. Some trees had
died after cuttlng while
others sprouted again
and are still living.
Bird lfe at the perm-
anent sorings was sur-
prising, as severa,
specles of parrots were
observed, finches
honeyeaters, wild ducks
and the usual galahs
and white cockatoos. At
picuaninny dawn I was

awakened by white
cockatoos flying low
overhead

Just a short distan-e
north of the Mayo ruins
is the Mayo Gorge
named after the family
A very attractive and
peaceful area, well off
the beaten track. Run-
ning  water splashing
over salmon pink rocks
Invited my young sons
in for a very chilly
swim We were sorry to
have to leave this
dyllic setling and
bead home when our
time cxpired

Regardless
ployment I doubt
whether many readers
would have to work llke
the Mayns did when
trying to vke out a llv-
Ing_at Wonaka.

They may have failed
in thelr venture. but
Lthey were stout-hearted
people,  prepared to
have a 2o In the true
spirit of 'he Austradar
iengurs

ot em-




